THE BARE TRUTH

A Conedy in Two Acts

by

H G Brown



Cast of Characters

JACK BAXTER: A man, age 70.
BETTY BAXTER: Hs wfe, age 68.
JAMES DEAN (J.D.) BAXTER Their son, in his md 40s.
TERRI BAXTER: J.D’s wfe, early 40s.
LLOYD MORTON: A man, 64.
EVE MORTON: Hs wfe, 60.
JUDI TH BAXTER SHORT: Jack and Betty's daughter, 42.
NI CK TREADWAY: A man, md 40s.

A Note On Casting: It is the author’s wi sh that open
casting — multi-racial, multi-ethnic — be encouraged.
The aut hor has no problemw th surnanes being altered to
suit Asian or Latin actors taking roles in the play

Scene

The living roomof Jack and Betty Baxter, in South
Fl ori da.

Ti ne
The present.
ACT |
Scene 1: Friday afternoon.
Scene 2: Ni ne PM the sane day.
Scene 3: Sunday afternoon.
Act ||
Scene 4: Monday eveni ng, eight o' cl ock.

Scene 5: Wednesday, early afternoon.



ACT |

Scene 1
SETTI NG JACK and BETTY's living roomin
South Florida. It opens on a

| anai that runs the length of the
room A pool is |located off stage,
right, a continuation of the |anai
t hat cannot be seen. The main
entrance to the house is through a
foyer, left, and cannot be seen.
The kitchen is | ocated offstage,
down |eft. Bedroons, baths, etc
are of fstage, right.

The roomis sinply but attractively
furni shed: sofa, arnthairs and a

| ounge chair. A bar is |ocated

downst age of the kitchen entrance.

It is a spacious room wth a few Ben
Shahn prints on the walls, left and
right. Sliding glass doors open to
the lanai, giving the room an open,
airy feeling. Palnms and bottl ebrush
beyond the lanai contribute to the
feeling of the roomcontinuing to the
out si de worl d.

AT Rl SE: Friday afternoon: JACK, BETTY, LLOYD
and EVE are having drinks. JACK and
BETTY are casually dressed, well -
tanned LLOYD and EVE even nore so.

(J.D. enters, right, through the |anai.)
J.D

You need to watch your sprinkler setting nore carefully,
Dad. Twenty m nutes a zone, and you have five zones.

JACK
Il keep an eye on it, J.D. Have you net Lloyd and Eve -?

J.D.
Sure, sure — the friendly neighbors. Good to see you.



LLOYD EVE
Hello — Good to see you — How re you doing — (etc)

JACK
My son, the dentist — excuse nme, oral surgeon.

BETTY
We are so proud of him

J.D
Cut it out, Mom 1’ve been practicing for over fifteen
years. You' d think |I just got out of dental school.

LLOYD
Say, Doc, |’'ve got this problemwth nmy teeth —
(he sticks his fingers in his nouth)
See? What | nmean?
(renmoving his fingers)
| keep biting my tongue!
(he | aughs)

EVE
Ll oyd! Honest|y!

J. D
No, no, that’s okay. | can fix that for you, Lloyd, if you
don’t md eating through a straw

LLOYD
You got ne there, J.D.! Thanks, but no thanks!

EVE
A fix without teeth has no bite. A big-tine ganbler told ne
t hat .
(pause)
Sonmething to do with horse racing.

BETTY
VWhere is Terri?

J.D
Oh, fussing with your garden, digging around.

BETTY
| wish she wouldn’t do that.



J. D.
You're new to Florida, Mom and she’'s an old hand at native
pl ants —

BETTY
But really, dear, | can manage nmy own garden

JACK
Yeah, you kids have better things to do than spend your
time checking up on the old folks.

(Enter TERRI, main entrance, left)

TERR
Betty, you really ought to hire a yardman. The
Bougainvillea is going wild, and — Ch, hello — Lloyd isn't
it? And Eve! How nice to see you

EVE
Hell o, Terri.
LLOYD
How re ya doing, kid? Good to see you again.
TERRI
You’ ve becone real friends of Mom and Dad, haven’'t you?
EVE
Vell, we are next-door neighbors.
LLOYD
M ght as well be friends.
JACK
Wul dn’t want himfor an eneny. It’s been known to happen.
EVE
The couple in this house before you were — well, no, |
won’'t say it. If you can’'t say sonething nice, don't say
anything at all, | always say.
LLOYD

Al oof , but very nosey.



J.D
| s that why you have those high shrubs and pal ns between
your houses?

EVE
Oh, those! W put those in years ago, to hide the pool.
LLOYD
Got them on the other side of the house, too.
EVE
And in back — to hide the pool fromthe dock.
TERRI
To hide the pool?
LLOYD
Yes, the pool is our Eden, our own Secret Garden.
EVE
We | ove to sun bathe.
LLOYD
Moon bathe, too — and swim of course.
TERRI
It must be lovely. Are you just comng froma sw n?
LLOYD/ EVE
No.
EVE
(1 aughi ng)

| know, we always |look |ike we’'re either comng from or
heading to the pool. W re terrible, but that’'s how we are.

LLOYD
The ever-casual Mbrtons!

(They | augh, and hug each other.)

JACK
Dri nks, anyone?

J.D
No thanks, Dad, Terri and | have to be on our way.



TERR
Mel ody will be hone from school, soon.

J.D
Ted has soccer practice. Team expects to take State this
year. Wn't see himtill dinnertine.

TERR

W'l be back, don't worry. Betty, | will bring you a
short list of |awn maintenance people — really good peopl e,
and reasonable. Bye now

J.D

Oh, Dad, did you neke the spare key yet?
JACK

Not yet, J.D., I'll get around to it.
J.D

| can do it for you.
JACK

No, no, I'll do it.
TERR

It’s inportant, Jack — for energencies.
J.D

Home Depot, Loews — any hardware store can nake a key.
JACK

It’s on ny to-do list, J.D. Top of the Ilist.
J.D

Ckay, Dad.
TERR

Bye- bye!

(Exit, TERRI and J.D.)

JACK

Top of the list, |ike hell
BETTY

Now, Jack —



JACK
Now Jack-nothing. That’'s all we need. J.D. would pop in
here any tinme he feels the urge to check up on us —
The old folks! You' d think a dentist wouldn’'t have so nuch
free tine.

BETTY
Oral surgeon, dear.

JACK
And Judith is just the sane.

BETTY
Qur daughter. She found this house for us; she’'s a realtor,
a real estate broker. W told her we wanted to |ive on the
water — with a dock, of course — and a pool.

JACK
Florida: if you don't play on the links, you play on the
water. | don't play golf.

LLOYD
Never took to the ganme, nyself. Now, tennis —
JACK
Don't play tennis either.
LLOYD
Nei t her do |
EVE
Ll oyd |l oves to watch others play. ©GCh, but we do play
vol | eybal | . Wonderful exercise, very aerobic.
LLOYD

So, it was Judith who found this gemfor you?

JACK
Yes, and no sooner had she handed over the keys she told us
she kept a spare one for herself — just in case.

LLOYD
For energencies —

JACK
You got it. The old folks can’t be trusted. They m ght go
to bed and forget to put out the cat.



BETTY
And we don’t have a cat.

JACK
So what | did was | had all the | ocks changed. She cane
over early one norning, and couldn’t get in. Wke us up
with the doorbell ringing and her pounding — very upset, of
course. | told her we |ost one of the keys and knew she’d
be upset about that, so we had all the | ocks changed. Said
|’d get her a spare as soon as | coul d.

BETTY
That was weeks ago.

JACK
She hasn’t got it yet, and she’s not going to.

EVE
We only net Judith briefly, shortly after you noved in. She
seens all business —and a bit driven.

JACK
She’s forty, divorced and raising a teenager. It doesn’t
get much worse than that.

BETTY
(warning him

Jack...

JACK
On the other hand, she nmakes a | ot of noney.

LLOYD
Yes, noney solves a | ot of problens.

JACK
Don't get me wong; Judith works hard — a real go-getter —
gets that fromne. | built a business fromnothing —

BETTY
It was his father’s business.

JACK
And it was nothing, believe ne. Well, nothing to speak of
— a small accounting firm Took nearly fifty years to build
it up, but when | sold ny share — Ahh, | don’'t want to

brag. Let’s just say we did very well.



BETTY

Very well indeed, dear. You should be proud.
JACK
| am proud, and |I’m proud of the kids, too. | just w sh

t hey’ d back off.

LLOYD
|”ve got to hand it to you: taking a business, building it
up and selling it — that’s beyond me. Way out of ny | eague.

BETTY
But you seemto have done so well

LLOYD
| got | ucky.

EVE
W won the lottery, up in New Jersey. Power Ball.

LLOYD
| don’t pretend we deserve it, but there it is.

EVE
Alifetime of just getting by, and we hit the jackpot.

JACK
well, I'll be...How did you ever -?

LLOYD
| picked the right nunbers. It does happen; it happened for
us.

EVE
And we were smart enough to invest w sely.

LLOYD
O wi se enough to invest smartly. Either way, we cane up
roses.

BETTY
| don’t know what to say. Congratul ations!

JACK
In all nmy years | never net a lottery w nner.



LLOYD
You' ve net one now — two, in fact!

EVE

(snuggling up to him
We count as one, darling.

LLOYD
| hope you won’t hold it against me, Jack, or think |ess of
me just because of a |ucky break.

JACK
What are you saying! O course not! | am absolutely anmazed!

(The DOORBELL rings.)

BETTY
Oh, there's the door. 1'Il just see who it is.

(Exit BETTY.)

JACK
The lottery.

LLOYD
Power Ball. Only in Anmerica!

JACK
'l be darned.

EVE

Say, if we’'re going to Ronero’s for dinner, we better get a
| eg on.

LLOYD
Eve and | need to head back to the house and change. You
and Betty are fine as you are, but we are way too casua
for Ronmero’s. What do you say, Eve?

EVE
(1 aughi ng)
Tal k about casual, they should catch us at hone!

(Enter BETTY with JUDI TH, who is
smartly dressed for business.
JUDI TH | eads the way, obviously
in a rush.)



BETTY
Look who just dropped by for a visit.

JUDI TH
| have a house to show in thirty mnutes —
JACK
Judy! You' ve net our neighbors, the Mdrtons, Lloyd and Eve?
JUDI TH
Yes! | believe so — the day you noved in —
EVE
We brought over a key line pie —
LLOYD
Hone made —
JUDI TH
A pie, yes, good to see you again.
EVE
It’s so nice to see you
JUDI TH
Yes, thank you — excuse ne, I'min a bit of a rush.
BETTY
She has a house to show.
JUDI TH
In thirty mnutes — or less. I'll make this quick. It’s

Lila. She didn't nmake the cheerl eadi ng squad and she’s

heart - br oken.

JACK
But she’s only — what? — a sophonore. You didn't nake
cheerl eaders till you were a junior, sixteen years old.
JUDI TH

| know, but she's heart-broken.

JACK

She’s fifteen years old, Judy. She' Il get over it.



